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I. THE STARTING POINT FOR THE 70-WEEKS OR 490 YEARS. 25a 
A. The Importance Of Identifying This Command. 	 
1. It Gives Us a Starting Point. 
2. It Provides A Fixed Point. 
3. It Provides Understanding Of Fulfilled & Unfulfilled Prophecy. 
B. The Necessary Aspects For Identifying This Command. 	 
1. It is An Authoritative Word. 
2. The Time Starts With Issuing The Command. 
3. The Command Is About The Rebuilding Of The City Of Jerusalem. 
C. The Options For Identifying This Command.  
1. The Decree of Cyrus in 537 B.C. — Ezr 1:2-4; 6:3-5. 
2. The Decree of Artaxerxes I In His 7th Year, 458 B.C. — Ezr 7:11-26. 
3. The Decree of Artaxerxes in His 19th/20th Year, 445 or 444 B.C. — Neh 2:5-8. 
D. The Evaluation Of These Options. 	 
1. The Decree of Cyrus in 537 B.C. — Ezr 1:2-4; 6:3-5. 
2. The Decree of Artaxerxes I In His 7th Year, 458 B.C. — Ezr 7:11-26. 
3. The Decree of Artaxerxes in His 19th/20th Year, 445 or 444 B.C. — Neh 2:5-8. 	 
 
II. THE 2ND POINT — THE MESSIAH.  
III. THE TIME BETWEEN THE 1ST AND 2ND POINTS — THE GAP. 	 
IV. THE DESCRIPTION OF THE BUILDING OF JERUSALEM. 	 
